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A Summer for a Lifetime

Ramah’niks Reunite from Coast to Coast

Sarra Alpert, Lindsey Rosenthal, Kayla Garaway, Betsy Uhrman and Haley Lefkowitz
celebrate Hanukah with Ramah’niks in New York

By Amy Shapiro and
Zach Lasker

Chevrei Ramah’niks got a chance to

reconnect and schmooze in two differ-

ent locations throughout the United

States over the past few months, and
to celebrate Camp Ramah in Califor-
nia’s 50th anniversary.

Alumni Weekend, Ojai, CA

The Chevrei Ramah Alumni Weekend
brought Ramah’niks together to
spend a traditional Shabbat weekend
at camp, complete with camp dining,
davening, and peulot. Following the
culminating days of second session,
camp was still pulsing with the energy
of another successful and memorable
summer.

The weekend began with Kabbalat
Shabbat services and dinner, followed
by an opportunity to reminisce about

camp memories, and discuss the
most pressing topic in summer con-
versations: the conflict with Hezbollah
on Israel’s northern front. Rabbi Dan
led the group in a discussion regard-
ing the onset of war in Israel, and par-
ticipants discussed how texts and
other Jewish experience could illumi-
nate the current situation.

After the evening activity, alumni had
the opportunity to spend time in the
Observatory, or go to sleep. As star-
gazing has always been a memorable
part of the camp experience, viewing
the constellations from the (relatively)
new David Albert Observatory was
particularly special. That night, alumni
weekend participants slept in A and B
Building rooms, while the participants
who brought their families along for
the weekend took over different
bunks. This was a first chance to ex-

pose their children to a summer Shab-

bat at Camp Ramah.

Save the Date!

Chevrei Ramah
Alumni Weekend 2007!

If you missed the first Camp Ramah
Alumni Weekend, you will have chance
to reconnect with Chevrei Ramah’niks
during a very special Ramah Alumni
Weekend Summer 2007.

Ojai, California
August 17-19, 2007

For more information, email
chevrei@ramah.org

Shabbat, as always, was a meaningful
community experience. After Ramah
davening and chocolate muffins,
weekend participants were invited to
relax on the hill, explore the new
Salkin Family Tree House, swim, or of
course, play a game of Shabbos bas-
ketball.

The peulat erev included Israeli danc-
ing, and an energetic round of kara-
oke. Matt Spooner impressed the
crowd with multiple performances,
and others took the mike as well.

Over bagels on Sunday morning,
alumni of all different ages were ex-
changing phone numbers and email
addresses, and making plans to keep
in touch. Not only did the weekend
allow members of the same edot to
spend time together, it also allowed
for cross edah networking and con-
versation. Overall, the alumni week-
end was extremely successful, uniting
Ramah’niks who have been shaped by
their camp experiences and who are
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