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Dear Ramah Families,

We can’t wait to see your chanichim (campers) stepping off the buses in Ojai in just a few
short months. This is the first in a series of emails called Hachanah L’kayitz -
“Preparing for Summer” - designed to help you and your children get ready and
excited for camp. These emails will include both technical information and helpful tips to
prepare campers for being away from home, along with insight into why we do what we
do. 

Preparing for camp is not just for your campers; it is also for you! This is a holy
partnership. We are excited to share it with you.

As we enter our 70th anniversary at Camp Ramah in California, this is a meaningful
moment for us to reflect with pride on all that we have built, while also looking ahead -
thinking about who we want to be and what is needed from us to meet this moment. 

Our world has changed in so many ways in recent years. Ramah has become both a
sanctuary and an antidote to so much of what we see around us. It is a place where we
disconnect from screens and technology, where campers can feel comfortable and
proud to be Jewish, with a strong relationship to Israel; where they play outdoors, build
real friendships, and learn to navigate challenges, both big and small.

At Ramah, campers grow in independence while living alongside peers from
different backgrounds and perspectives. They build meaningful connections with Israeli
campers, sharing their worlds and learning from one another. They connect with lifelong
role models and leaders who help shape who they are becoming.

We are incredibly proud to see how Ramah continues to live up to our highest aspirations
and mission-driven values while meeting the needs of today’s world - fostering
belonging, connection, Jewish identity, and community, all within our “giant Jewish
playground.” These values that came to life so vividly last summer are reflected in the
feedback we received from campers, parents, and staff. 

We cannot wait to bring you on this journey. Below, you’ll find important information,
including details about our Passover Community Fun Day, Family Handbook, “Who's Who”
at camp, a packing list, our Israel Ikarim, orientation information, and where to find all your
2026 needs in one place.

Wishing you all an early Chag Pesach Sameach and true freedom for all,

Ariella Moss Peterseil
Camp Director
Want to introduce yourself? Reach out to me!
ariella@ramah.org
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