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Message from our Camp Director 
Camp Handbook
Packing List
Communication Commitment
New Program!
Brit (Community Agreement) for our
younger campers & older campers
Camper Readiness Tips
Health Center (Marp) Overview
Communication with the Camper Care Team
Camp Staff Training
Revisit the March and April newsletters
and more!

**While most of our sessions are full, we do have a few spots in our four-week second-
session age groups. If you know of any interested campers, reach out to Leah at
leah@ramah.org. 

**If you know of an amazing high school senior or college student looking for a meaningful
summer leadership experience, we have a few spots available for young adults to join our
summer staff. Please reach out to Bali at bali@ramah.org. 

Shalom Ramah Families,
 
The excitement is in the air as we send you this final “Hachanah L’Kayitz.”
 
A couple of weeks ago, Sheryl Sandberg — known for many important roles,
including being Ramah parent — shared a deeply personal announcement honoring
the legacy of her husband, Dave Goldberg z”l, and the lasting impact Ramah had on
his life.
 
We are deeply grateful to Sheryl, along with Rob Goldberg and Tom Bernthal, for
their extraordinary generosity in establishing the Dave Goldberg Scholarship at
Camp Ramah in California. Their gift will open the door for more children to
experience the same sense of belonging, growth, and Jewish joy that defined Dave’s
summers at camp.
 
Time and time again, we hear that Jewish summer camp is one of the most
important investments we can make in the Jewish people and the Jewish
future. After 20 years in camping, I have seen over and over again that nothing
compares when it comes to helping create proud, confident Jews who are resilient,
thoughtful, caring, and wise human beings. Ramah’s Jewish, tech-free bubble — led
by young, passionate role models — is fertile ground for cultivating our next
generation of Jewish leaders.
 
Creating this environment takes thought, expertise, intention, and plenty of logistics
as we prepare to open camp in just a few short weeks. I feel incredibly lucky to have
such talented leaders by my side, guiding our camp community together.

Dr. Aviva Levine Jacobs, Ramah California’s Associate Director, will oversee
the community care of our campers and staff, guide our Yoetzet (parent
liaison) team, and help lead staff training. She will be joined during the second
session by Lisa Cooper, our Family Relations Director.
Michal Kogen Kress, Ramah California’s Assistant Director, alongside our
Summer Program Director from Israel, Nirit Zohar, will lead our day-to-day
programming, overseeing the many moments when kids are learning,
exploring, and growing as they move throughout camp. Together, they
supervise our Va’ad Mumchim team, the leaders of each of our specialty
departments.
This leadership team — alongside Rabbi Joe Menashe, Ramah’s CEO; Katie
Weiss, Ramah’s COO; Maria Brewer, Director of Operations; Elana Naftalin
Kelman and Rory Carmer, Directors of Amitzim; Dr. Deborah Musher, Director
of Ezra staff; Kristina Calamia (1st session) and Ramesh Cohen (2nd session),
our Marp (health center) managers; Ben Strom, Senior Administrator &
Registrar; and so many others — works together to create a safe, joyful, and
meaningful summer for your children.

You will find important details and information below, all rooted in our mission and
our hope that this summer’s Ramah experience truly begins “A Journey for a
Lifetime.”
 
It is my t’fillah (prayer) that each of the 2,100 campers and staff joining Camp Ramah
in Ojai and Ramah Day Camp LA this summer experiences the same magic that
Dave Goldberg z”l experienced nearly fifty years ago.
 
Thank you for trusting us.
 
Chag Shavuot Sameach,
 
Ariella Moss Peterseil
Chief Experience Officer & Camp Director
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